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Tackling water scarcity – part 2: 
actors and context



Sierre

Precipitation

600 mm per y

2500 - 4000 mm per y



Golf courses need to be irrigated



Glacier ‘Plaine Morte’



Administrative levels in Switzerland
• Communes
• Cantons
• Confederation

All three levels are involved in water governance



Separate water management
11 communes with their own 
systems concerning
• Public legislation
• Private property rights
• Ancient water rights
• Multitude of formal and 

informal agreementsSierre
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